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damental principle. Under the influence of the principles
of the old Democratic Party Mr. Johnson advanced to the
Vice-Presidency, and while under the influence of the same
idea he became President.

When the Republican Party came to power, the State of
Maryland, that portion of Virginia now known as West
Virginia, the State of Kentucky, and the State of Missouri
were largely under the influence of sympathizers with the
eleven seceding States of the South. It was necessary in
Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri to maintain the ascend-
ency of the National Government by the exhibition of physi-
cal force, and in some instances by its actual exercise. Mr.
Lincoln's policy in regard to the question of slavery was
controlled, up to the month of July, 1862, by the purpose
to conciliate Union slave-holders in the States mentioned.
Of his measures I may refer to the proposition to transfer the
free negroes to Central America, for which an appropriation
of $25,000 was made by Congress. Next, Congress passed
an act for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum-
bia upon the payment of three hundred dollars for each slave
emancipated.

Without representing in his history or in his person the
slave-holding interests of the South, Mr. Johnson was yet
a Southern man with Union sentiments. The impression
was received therefrom that his influence would be consid-
erable in restraining, if not in conciliating slave-holders in
what were called the " border States." These facts tended to
his nomination for the Vice-Presidency. I have no means
for forming an opinion that is trustworthy as to the position
of Mr. Lincoln in reference to the nomination of Mr. John-
son. His nomination may justify the impression that the
Republican Party was in doubt as to its ability to re-elect Mr.
Lincoln in 1864. From the month of July, 1862, to the
nomination in 1864, I had frequent interviews with Mr.